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The first requirement for economic development is social development. Right from
the beginning, social development was not given proper attention. Ever since the Varna system
of the society changed into the caste system, many defects have arisen in Indian society. The
composition of Hindu society is based on four classes - Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya and
Shudra. The last of these four varnas, namely the Shudra class, was called the Scheduled
Caste and it did not provide the opportunities for living, development and welfare in the society
which worsened the social condition of other castes. Social defects did not allow the quality of
entrepreneurship to develop among the Scheduled Castes, which limited the productivity and
efficiency of this class. Scheduled caste families were forced to live a life of extreme poverty
and scarcity. Poverty and social neglect led to the tendency of the Scheduled Castes to commit
suicide and the youth to engage in prostitution, robbery and other crimes. The inability to fulfill
the basic necessities of life led to the attachment of Scheduled Castes. All this polluted
environment gave birth to many social reformers including Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, the
foremost who was born in Maharashtra on 14 April 1891 in the Mahar caste called
untouchables. Politicians were also impressed by the views of this social reformer. As a result,
political efforts started for the economic and social welfare of scheduled castes. Awareness
also came in the scheduled society and it was determined to take advantage of government
efforts. The Central and State Government have initiated several schemes for the upliftment
and prosperity of the weaker sections of the society and scheduled caste tribes, which have
contributed significantly to the economic-social development of the scheduled castes. Uttar
Pradesh, which is India's largest state by population, has 71 scheduled castes. Many times
governments have been formed in this state which have protected the interests of Scheduled
Castes and have set up separate Social Welfare Department and Scheduled Caste Finance
and Development Corporation for their prosperity. Currently, many economic-social schemes
and programs are implemented for the welfare of scheduled castes in Uttar Pradesh -
Scholarship for education, Book bank scheme, Training scheme, Operation of industrial places,
Establishment of Upgradation settlements, Operating of ashram system schools, Hostel.
Swachkar Vimukti and Rehabilitation Scheme, Self Employment Scheme etc.
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